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Mr. Costas Tsantilis
aﬁmnwunwgmﬁafﬂn
Camping is what makes Scouting great.

When in 1907 Lord Baden-Powell was asked if he had ever considered rewriting
his training manual for soldiers, “Aid to Scouting for N.C.O.s and Men” to make it appeal
to boys, this resulted to run an experimental camp for 20 boys at Brownsea Island, to test
out theories on providing activities for boys. Although there was no Scout association at
that time, the Brownsea Camp is considered to mark the start of the Scout Movement

In 1908 Baden-Powell published a series of magazines, “Scouting for boys”
which suggested activities (mainly outdoors) that existing youth organisations could make
use of.

Scouting for Boys was written in the spirit of Peter Pan and Kipling's Kim; the
games, the plays and campfire stories are full of good ideas and good fun. The chapters on
tracking, woodcraft, camp life and chivalry were full of simple (sometimes lifesaving) bits
of practical information and exercises that teach children how to be observant, courteous
and innovative. It was an amalgam of Zulu war-cry and Sherlock Holmes, of practical tips
on health and hygiene and object lessons in woodcraft.

Scout Camp provides alongside practical instructions on how to light fires, build
a boat, or stalk animals, it includes sections on chivalry, self-discipline, self-improvement,

and citizenship. It teaches children to place a special value on adventure; on children and
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young people working together - and taking responsibility; on developing self-sufficiency;
and on “learning by doing”.

Robert Baden-Powell wanted children to be brought up “as cheerfully and as
happily as possible”. He also wrote, “in this life one ought to take as much pleasure as
possible, because if one is happy, has the power to make all those around him happy. One
of the great innovations of Scouting is to harness the imagination and desire of many boys
and girls for “adventure”.

“Children are full or romance and they love “make believe” to a greater extent
than they like to show. All you have to do is to play up to this and to give rein to your
imagination to meet their requirements”. (Baden-Powell 1908)

As we have seen, Robert Baden-Powell placed a special emphasis on adventure,
on encouraging young people to look to enlarge their experiences.

The key to successful education is not so much to teach the pupil as to get him to
learn for himself.

It has been proved that by encouraging a child in its natural desires, instead of
instructing it in what you think it ought to do, you can educate it on a far more solid and
far-reaching basis. (Dr. Montessori)

Baden-Powell did look to the social lives and imagination of children and young
people. He placed a special value on adventure; on children and young people working
together and taking responsibility (his “patrol”) building on the idea of “natural”
friendship groups and “gangs”; on developing self-sufficiency; and on “learning through
doing”.

Through scout camps children has the opportunity:
® To make new friends.

® To spend a period of time outdoors where nature prevails.
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® To acquire experiential education (learning by doing) and new skills that will last

a lifetime.

®  To be part of an effective team and to cooperate with others to get things done.

® To learn how to work with others and how to apply leadership skills when
needed.

® To undertake and fulfill meaningful challenges and to earn the satisfaction of
doing a job well.

® To work with youth and adults of all ages.

® To serve others. (the most noble and fulfilling pursuit of all)

® To give something back for the opportunities you have received.

® To live in a wholesome environment based on the Scout Oath and Law.

® To have meaningful spiritual experiences

® To have the advice and support of the camp staff who are dedicated to helping

you.

==

Costas Tsantilis

Former member W.S.C.
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4 Dinizulu as a Prince during the Zulu civil

Eﬂ‘ﬁ 5 King Dinizulu in 1908 at the time of his
war of 1883-1884

trial for treason
e Original Photo from the collection of the

N : Stephen Taylor, Shaka's Children, 1994
Killie Campbell Museum, Durban, South Africa
Courtesy of lan Webb, South African Scout

Association
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